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St. Paul, MN  55155-4194 

Phone: 651-757-2873 
Fax: 651-297-2343 

          www.eqb.state.mn.us 
 

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 

Meeting Location:  MPCA Board Room 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
I. *Adoption of Consent Agenda 
  Proposed Agenda for November 20, 2013 Board Meeting 
  October 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
II. Introductions 
 
III. Chair’s Report 
 
IV. Executive Director’s Report 
 
V. Briefing on Climate Adaptation - Interagency Climate Adaptation Team (ICAT) 
 
VI. **Establishment of Climate Change Subcommittee 

 
VII. GreenStep Cities: Greater involvement of state agencies in MN's voluntary challenge, 

assistance, and recognition program that helps cities achieve their, and the state’s, 
sustainability and quality-of-life goals. 

 
VIII. Silica Sand Update 

 
IX. Adjourn 

 
Note: Items on the agenda are preliminary until the agenda is approved by the board. 
 
This agenda and schedule may be made available in other formats, such as Braille, large type or audiotape, upon request. People 
with disabilities should contact Elizabeth Tegdesch, Board Administrator, as soon as possible to request an accommodation (e.g., 
sign language interpreter) to participate in these meetings. 

                                                 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 
**Denotes a decision item 
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MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
 

Meeting Location:  MPCA Board Room 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 
General  
This month’s meeting will take place in the MPCA Board Room at 520 Lafayette Road in 
St. Paul. The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. Staff will be available for briefing and questions at 
12:30 p.m.  

I. *Adoption of Consent Agenda 
  Proposed Agenda for, November 20, 2013 Board Meeting 
  October 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
II. Introductions 

 
III. Chair’s Report 
 
IV. Executive Director’s Report 

 
V. Briefing on Climate Adaptation - Interagency Climate Adaptation Team (ICAT) 
  
Presenters: State agency representatives from ICAT 

Dr. Mark Seeley, University of Minnesota 
Coordinator: Paul Moss, MPCA (651) 757-2586 

 
Materials enclosed:  Report: Adapting to Climate Change in Minnesota: 2013 Report of the 
Interagency Climate Adaptation Team    
 
Issue before the Board: Briefing on climate change adaptation, state agency activities, and 
opportunities for interagency and collaborative action 
 
Background:  
Climate change impacts are occurring in Minnesota, and state government is taking action to 
address these emerging challenges. Since 2009, Minnesota state agencies have been 
collaborating on climate adaptation efforts through the State’s Interagency Climate Adaptation 
Team. ICAT has recently prepared a report which describes climate trends and impacts, 

                                                 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 
**Denotes a Decision Item 
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summarizes agency responses, and describes opportunities for interagency and collaborative 
action on climate adaptation. ICAT currently includes representatives from the following 
departments and agencies: Agriculture, Commerce, Health, Natural Resources, Pollution 
Control, Public Safety, Transportation, Water and Soil Resources, and Metropolitan Council.  
 
Discussion:  
ICAT is encouraging state agencies to identify and implement measures to adapt to climate 
change which can reduce negative effects to human health, the environment, and the economy. 
These actions are in support of a vision of Minnesota comprised of resilient, economically 
thriving and healthy communities that are prepared for both short- and long-term climate 
changes and weather extremes.  
 
While Minnesota state agencies are carrying out a wide range of activities related to adaptation 
as described in the 2013 report, opportunities also exist for agencies to increase their work 
together on this issue. Agencies will continue to seek avenues of collaboration in the following 7 
priority areas (these are not ranked in terms of importance): 

 
1. Building resilience to extreme precipitation 
2. Establishing and encouraging best practices to promote resilience, especially those 

with co-benefits 
3. Protecting human health 
4. Strengthening existing ecosystems by addressing ongoing challenges and risks  
5. Building partnerships with local governments  
6. Quantifying climate impacts 
7. Conducting public and community outreach, education, and training 

 
 
VI. **Establishment of Climate Change Subcommittee 
 
Presenter:  Ellen Anderson, Senior Advisor to the Governor on Energy and the Environment 
  MDA, 651-201-6173 
  
Materials enclosed: Resolution Establishing a Climate Change EQB Subcommittee 
 
Issue before the Board: Establishing a Climate Change EQB Subcommittee 
 
Background:  
At the October 16th meeting, the Board decided to form a subcommittee to guide the direction of 
the Minnesota Climate Change Framework and Action Plan, which Ellen Anderson and state 
agency staff are currently working on. The creation of a subcommittee is governed by Minnesota 
Rules 4405. 
 
Discussion:  
Minnesota Rules 4405 is the operating procedures for the EQB. The rules allow the Board to 
establish a subcommittee “to aid in performing its duties”. The Board “shall specify the charge, 
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duration, size, membership, meeting notice requirements, and other procedures to be followed” 
by the subcommittee. The resolution fulfills these requirements. 
 
Staff recommendation: 
Approve the resolution establishing the Climate Change Subcommittee. 
 

 
VII. GreenStep Cities 
  
Presenters:     Rolf Nordstrom 

Executive Director, Great Plains Institute 
612-278-7156 
 
Lissa Pawlisch 
Director 
CERTS (Clean Energy Resource Teams) 
612-624-2293 
 
James Hovland  or  Peter Lindstrom 
Mayor, Edina   Mayor, Falcon Heights 
 

Materials enclosed:        
1. GreenStep Cities Overview 
2. GreenStep Cities Best Practices  
3. Agency Sustainability Programs in GreenStep Best Practices 

 
Issue before the Board: How can state agencies use the GreenStep Cities best practice 
framework and city contacts as a vehicle for delivering more integrated, coordinated 
sustainability assistance to communities? 
 
Background: There are six key drivers for GreenStep Cities coming before the Board at this 
time:  

1. The GreenStep program was created under 2008 state legislation to help Minnesota 
achieve its statutory goals on energy efficiency, renewable energy and Greenhouse 
Gas reduction, and it includes climate adaptation actions cities can take.  

2. 12 MCCAG (MN Climate Change Advisory Group) recommendations from 2008 
have been built into GreenStep actions. 

3. GreenStep Cities provides a vehicle for the state (via DEED) to make the most of its 
2013 selection by the National Governors Association to participate in a program to 
encourage growth of the clean energy sector. 
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4. A 1998 report adopted unanimously by the EQB called for the state to “Deliver state 
services to communities in a more efficient, proactive, and cooperative fashion to 
build local capacity to take a systems approach to solve problems.” 

5. In summer 2013 the Metropolitan Council adopted GreenStep best practices and their 
companion Regional Indicators as tools cities may use to prepare their 
Comprehensive Plans in response to ThriveMSP 2040, the Council’s emerging 
regional plan. 

6. In summer 2013 the Governor’s Institute on Community Design recommended that 
“The EQB should develop an interagency team of mid-level staff to truly 
institutionalize cross-agency collaboration.” 

Discussion:  
 

a Agencies are already delivering a wide range of community assistance to cities, though 
sometimes that assistance does not follow sustainability best practices. 

b This assistance is most often done separately even when closer cooperation might yield 
greater public benefits for the same effort at lower cost. 

c Using a common framework – GreenStep Cities best practices - to deliver community 
assistance would make the user experience for cities better and show cost-conscious 
interagency coordination.  

d Greater agency use of the GreenStep Cities program would improve the state’s ability to 
connect assistance to outcomes, because cities record their actions in a common, public 
database (housed at MPCA). 

e Using GreenStep Cities as a common vehicle for delivering community assistance would 
also serve Governor Dayton’s push to streamline state government and deliver services in 
a more efficient, systems fashion. 

 
 
VII. Silica Sand Update  

 
Presenter:  Jeff Smyser  

EQB Policy Programs Lead, 651-757-2279 
 
Materials enclosed:  None 
 
Background:  Staff will provide updates on the silica sand projects:  

§ model standards and criteria 
· Silica Sand Subcommittee public input meetings Oct. 25 & 29 

§ library of local government ordinances and permits 
§ rulemaking for silica sand topics 
§ multi-county EIS 

 
 
VIII. Adjourn 



 

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

MPCA Room Board Room, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul 
 

 
EQB Members Present:  Dave Frederickson, Katie Clark Sieben, Julie Goehring, Kate Knuth, Barb 
Naramore (for Tom Landwehr), Brian Napstad, Mike Rothman, John Saxhaug, John Stine, Erik 
Tomlinson, Charlie Zelle 
 
EQB Members Absent:  Spencer Cronk, Kristin Duncanson, Tom Landwehr 
 
Staff Present:  Will Seuffert, Jeff Smyser (EQB), Kate Frantz (EQB), Beth Tegdesch (MPCA for EQB), 
Leah Hedman (Attorney General’s office) 
  
Chair Dave Frederickson called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m.  
 
I. Adoption of Consent Agenda and Minutes 

A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda and approve the September 18, 2013, meeting minutes 
was made and seconded. (There was an amendment to modify the September meeting minutes on 
Page 3 under Commissioner Stine’s motion.)  

II. Introductions 

III.   Chair’s Report 
Chair Dave Frederickson congratulated Kate Frantz, EQB staff, on her upcoming marriage. 

IV. Executive Director’s Report 
Will Seuffert, the new Executive Director, introduced himself and talked about the future work of 
the EQB. So far most of his time has been spent on silica sand issues and he is focused on trying 
to make sure there is robust citizen engagement on all the tasks before them. As they talk about 
their plan for concluding the model standards, this is a critical component of that, and as they 
move forward on all the tasks related to silica sand, that is what he is trying to bring to the 
process, and it is critical to actually successfully implementing the law. Other things he is looking 
to move forward on is climate change and inventorying what progress they are making on 
mitigation and adaptation. At the November Board meeting there will be a presentation from the 
Interagency Climate Adaptation Team on what they are doing and where they are going; and we 
will hear from Professor Mark Seeley, a meteorologist and climatologist from the U of M. 
 
Other issues the EQB will work on are water, technological challenges, which one aspect is to do 
a makeover of the website to utilize the resources, and they want to grow the Environmental 
Review Program.  
 
EQB will be hiring more staff. There are two positions that are currently posted: 1. Project 
Manager for the EIS where the EQB is the RGU, and 2. Communications Director. A couple 
more postings will follow. 
 
Mr. Seuffert also wants to verbalize his appreciation for everyone’s partnership in this effort.  
 
Ellen Anderson gave a brief update on climate change planning. She hopes to have a 
comprehensive plan to roll out by the end of this year. 
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Anna Sherman talked about the Next Generation Environmental Congress and the national award 
they received from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability and Higher Education, 
(ASHE). She also shared the background of the Youth Congress and how it came to be. A 
reception to celebrate the Next Generation Congress leaders was held at the U of M St. Paul 
campus on October 16th. 

V. Establishment of Silica Sand EQB Subcommittee 
Presenter: Jeff Smyser 
 
The subcommittee, created to engage stakeholders regarding silica sand issues, has come up with 
a way to deal with the model standards and criteria and the process coming up to deal with that 
part of the silica sand legislation items.  
 
The discussion: Minnesota Rules 4405 is the operating procedures for the EQB.  The rules allow 
the Board to establish a subcommittee “to aid in performing its duties”. The Board “shall specify 
the charge, duration, size, membership, meeting notice requirements, and other procedures to be 
followed” by the subcommittee. The resolution fulfills these requirements. 

 
 Schedule: 

· Oct 18, public input process that will last 25 days. Three meetings on two different dates 
will be open to the public.  

· Oct 25th meeting hosted by the EQB subcommittee in Mankato at the Blue Earth County 
Library from 2:00 pm-4:00 pm 

· Oct 29th, two meetings: 
o St. Charles, MN held at the Community Center from 9:00 am-11:00 am 
o Wabasha, MN at the Wabasha-Kellogg High School from 1:00 pm-3:00 pm 
 

Also in that 25 days staff want to arrange meetings with citizen groups, industry groups as well as 
other groups, and set up talks with staff of the local governments in SE Minnesota. Some may be 
face to face meetings, others may be phone conversations. 

· Nov. 12th input period will end and then the next month staff with different expertise 
from different state agencies will work on putting together the draft document of the 
model standards and criteria.  

· Dec 13th the target is to issue a draft document with model standards and criteria for 
public review and begin a 30 day public input period on the draft document itself. 

· Jan 13th: sometime in the last week of January staff proposes a meeting of the EQB 
subcommittee on silica sand to talk about the draft document and the public input 
received, and then have one week to finish up the draft. 

· Bring a document to the EQB Board on Feb 19, 2014, to be approved by the Board. It 
will first go out in the EQB Board Packet by Feb 7th.  
 

There is a special silica sand email address: silicasand.eqb@state.mn.us for those who want to 
send in their comments. In addition, a notice will be sent out via GovDelivery service letting 
people know about the meetings and public input process. Reminder to folks to go to the EQB 
webpage and sign up for notices; which is the main way of communicating on what is going on.  
 
More discussion followed. Chair Frederickson commented; based on session law there are 14 
areas that were prescribed to be addressed. Commissioner Stine also commented that there are 
also two board meetings, Nov. 20th and Dec 18th to check in on what has been heard up to that 
point. 

mailto:silicasand.eqb@state.mn.us
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There was an amendment to the Resolution Establishing an Environmental Quality Board 
Subcommittee for Silica Sand Issues. There was a motion to accept the change (in bold below) 
and a second to the motion. All in favor, motion carries. 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE  

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
 

Establishing an Environmental Quality Board Subcommittee for Silica Sand Issues 
  

WHEREAS, operating procedures for the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) were adopted as 
Minnesota Rules 4405, under the authority of Minnesota Statutes sections 14.06, 116D.04, 116G.04, and 
216E.16; and 

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800 states that the EQB “may establish citizen or 

interdepartmental task forces or subcommittees to aid in performing its duties”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800, Subpart 1, requires that the EQB shall specify the charge, 

duration, size, membership, meeting notice requirements, and other procedures to be followed by the 
subcommittee; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Legislature assigned to the EQB varied duties related to silica sand 

mining, processing, and transporting; and 
 
WHEREAS, the creation of a subcommittee will aid the EQB in performing those duties; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 

hereby establishes a Silica Sand Subcommittee. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Subcommittee’s charge is to advise the full 

Environmental Quality Board on fulfilling the duties assigned by the Minnesota Legislature and on other 
issues related to silica sand activities, and to provide direction to state agency staff working on these 
duties and issues on behalf of the EQB. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the Subcommittee shall be continuous until 

the EQB disbands it by majority vote. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Subcommittee shall consist of the EQB Chair, 

Commissioners of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Department of Natural Resources, 
Department of Health, Department of Transportation, and one or more EQB citizen members.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Minn. Rules 4405.0800, Subd. 3., 
recommendations from the Subcommittee shall be submitted in writing to the EQB as required by Minn. 
Rules 4405.0600, Subd. 6. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Minn. Rules 4405.0800, Subd. 4., all 

meetings of the Subcommittee are open to the public and notice of the time, place, and matters to be 
considered will be posted as established in 4405.0600, Subp. 2., the EQB website, and will be distributed 
to all who have subscribed to silica sand topics through the EQB’s GovDelivery notification service. 
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The following people provided testimony on the draft resolution regarding the establishment of 
the subcommittee and/or the technical advisory team: 

· Peder Larson, Larkin Hoffman Law firm representing the Minnesota Industrial Sand 
Council 

· Keith Foss, Haycreek Township 
· Kelley Stanage, Houston County 

 
More discussion followed. 

VI. Establishment of Silica Sand Technical Advisory Team 
Presenter:  Jeff Smyser 

 
The Minnesota Legislature amended Minnesota Rules 116C to require that the EQB assemble a 
silica sand technical assistance team. The creation of such a team is governed by Minnesota Rules 
4405, the exact same rule that governs the creation of subcommittees. 
 
Discussion: The creation of the technical team is governed by Minnesota Rules 4405, the exact 
same rule that governs the creation of subcommittees. The technical assistance team is a “task 
force” under the rules. Minnesota Rules 4405 is the operating procedures for the EQB.  The rules 
allow the Board to establish an “interdepartmental task force” in order “to aid in performing its 
duties”. The Board “shall specify the charge, duration, size, membership, meeting notice 
requirements, and other procedures to be followed” by the team. The resolution fulfills these 
requirements. 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE  

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
 

Establishing a Silica Sand Technical Assistance Team to Assist Local Governments 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 116C.99, subd. 3, requires the Environmental Quality Board 
(EQB) to assemble a silica sand Technical Assistance Team to provide local units of government, at their 
request, with assistance with ordinance development, zoning, environmental review and permitting, 
monitoring, or other issues arising from silica sand mining and processing operations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the legislative directive requires that when the Technical Assistance Team, at the 

request of the local unit of government, assembles findings or makes a recommendation related to a 
proposed silica sand project for the protection of human health and the environment, a local government 
unit must consider the findings or recommendations of the Technical Assistance Team in its approval or 
denial of a silica sand project. If the local government unit does not agree with the Technical Assistance 
Team's findings and recommendations, the detailed reasons for the disagreement must be part of the local 
government unit's record of decision 

 
WHEREAS, operating procedures for EQB were adopted as Minnesota Rules 4405, under the 

authority of Minnesota Statutes sections 14.06, 116C.66, 116D.04, 116G.04, and 216E.16; and 
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800, Subpart 1, provides that the EQB “may establish citizen or 

interdepartmental task forces or subcommittees to aid in performing its duties;” and 
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800, Subpart 1, requires that the EQB “shall specify the charge, 

duration, size, membership, meeting notice requirements, and other procedures to be followed” by a task 
force; and  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 
hereby establishes a Silica Sand Technical Assistance Team (Team). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Team’s charge is to provide local units of government, 

at their request, with assistance with ordinance development, zoning, environmental review and 
permitting, monitoring, or other issues arising from silica sand mining and processing operations. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the Team shall be continuous unless 

Minnesota Statutes §116C.99 is amended to remove the requirement for the Team, at which time the EQB 
shall consider if the Team shall continue. Disbanding the Team requires a vote by the majority of the 
EQB. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board shall draw upon the staff resources and expertise 
of state agencies including the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), the Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR), and the Department of Transportation (DOT). In addition, the Team may also 
include representatives from the University of Minnesota, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, and 
federal agencies. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a majority of the Team members must be from a state agency 
and all members must have expertise in one or more of the following areas: silica sand mining, hydrology, air 
quality, water quality, land use, or other areas related to silica sand mining. Because the nature of requests will 
vary, the specific persons and expertise on the Team may vary. The persons and expertise needed for each request 
received from a local government shall be determined based on the nature of the request. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that when the Technical Assistance Team receives a request 
from a local government for a recommendation on issues arising from silica sand activities related to a 
silica sand project requiring approval or denial by the local government, such a request requires findings 
and a recommendation. The Team’s recommendation shall be submitted to the EQB as a matter to be 
decided by the Board, as in accordance with Minn. Rules 4405.0600, Subd. 6., as required by Minn. R. 
4405.0800, subp. 3 and in accordance with Minn. R. 4405.0600, subp. 2. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that local units of government may also request general 
assistance from the Team on issues arising from silica sand activities but not related to a specific silica 
sand project. The Team may respond directly in writing to the local government unit on such matters with 
information to assist the unit of government. The Team’s general assistance advice shall be logged on the 
EQB website for reference. It is the Board’s discretion whether or not such general assistance advice shall 
be a matter to be decided by the Board. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Minn. Rules 4405.0600, subp. 1 and 

4405.0800, Subd. 4, all meetings of the Team are open to the public and notice of the time, place, and 
matters to be considered will be posted as established in 4405.0600, Subp. 2, and will be distributed to all 
who have subscribed to the Technical Assistance Team topic through the EQB’s GovDelivery notification 
service and included on EQB’s website. 
 

A motion was made and seconded to amend language on the Resolution correcting two typos, 
which will be reflected in the approved October meeting minutes. More discussion on the 
language and rules followed. 

VII. Adjourn 
 





RESOLUTION OF THE  
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 

Establishing an Environmental Quality Board Subcommittee for Climate Change Planning 

 

WHEREAS, operating procedures for the Environmental Quality Board (EQB or the 
Board) were adopted as Minnesota Rules 4405, under the authority of Minnesota Statutes 
sections 14.06, 116C.66, 116D.04, 116G.04, and 216E.16; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800 states the EQB “may establish citizen or 
interdepartmental task forces or subcommittees to aid in performing its duties;” and  

WHEREAS, Minn. Rules 4405.0800, subpart 1, requires that the EQB specify the charge, 
duration, size, membership, meeting notice requirements, and other procedures to be followed by 
the subcommittee; and  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §116C.04, directs the Board to “determine which environmental 
problems of interdepartmental concern to state government” it shall consider. The Board’s 
responsibility is to initiate interdepartmental investigations into those matters it determines are in 
need of study. The Board shall “review programs of state agencies that significantly affect the 
environment and coordinate those it determines are interdepartmental in nature, and insure 
agency compliance with state environmental policy.” 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §216H.02 states it is “the goal of the state to reduce statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors producing those emissions to a level at least 15 
percent below 2005 levels by 2015, to a level at least 30 percent below 2005 levels by 2025, and 
to a level at least 80 percent below 2005 levels by 2050…”  Meeting these goals is an issue of 
interdepartmental concern.   

WHEREAS,  in accordance with Governor Dayton’s Executive Order 11-32, the EQB 
organized and hosted the Minnesota Environmental Congress in March 2013. In addition, the 
EQB held six Citizen Forums in winter 2012 across Minnesota to discuss the current state of 
Minnesota’s environment. Members of the public from a wide variety of perspectives 
consistently recommended, among other things, the EQB study and initiate a plan of action to 
meet the greenhouse gas reduction goals in Minn. Stat. §216H.02. 

WHEREAS, in May and June 2013, the Board participated in two days of strategic 
planning, facilitated by the Governor’s Institute on Community Design. The result of the 
planning meeting included a 9-page report containing nine recommendations. The second 
recommendation was to “establish the EQB as the central point for implementing and tracking 
the State’s climate change efforts.”    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Environmental Quality 
Board hereby establishes a Climate Change Planning Subcommittee (the Subcommittee). 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Subcommittee shall consist of the 
Commissioners of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, and two EQB citizen members. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Subcommittee shall provide guidance to staff 
from the Board’s nine state agencies and the Metropolitan Council as they compile a framework 
and plan to address climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Minn. Rules 4405.0600, subp. 1 
and 4405.0800, subp. 4, all meetings of the Subcommittee are open to the public and notice of 
the time, place, and matters to be considered will be posted as established in Minn. R. 
4405.0600, subp. 2, Minn. R. 4405.0800, subp. 1 and on the EQB website.   

 



Minnesota GreenStep Cities grew out of a report to the 2009 Legislature. The program is governed by a public-private partnership of 
state agencies and non-governmental organizations and is led by the MPCA. 

 
 
GreenStep Cities is a free assistance program for all Minnesota cities that supports and 
recognizes implementation of 28 sustainable development best practices.  
 
The best practices focus on cost savings and energy use reductions that lead cities beyond compliance and 
encourage a culture of innovation. As of fall 2013, 57 cities, large and small across the state, have joined this 
voluntary program, which was launched by the League of Minnesota Cities at their June 2010 conference.  

Cities that implement a minimum number of best practices within the five categories below will be recognized 
as a GreenStep City. Each best practice can be implemented by completing one or more specific actions from a 
list of four to eight actions. A city’s accomplishments are recognized on the GreenStep website. 
Implementation of additional best practices will garner additional recognition.  

Visit www.MnGreenStep.org to learn more about this program, to see what cities have accomplished, and to 
understand how your city can become involved.  

GreenStep’s 28 Best Practices 

Buildings and Lighting 
1. Efficient Existing Public Buildings: Benchmark energy usage, identify savings 

opportunities, and work with utilities and others to implement cost-effective energy and 
sustainability improvements. 

2. Efficient Existing Private Buildings: Provide incentives for energy, water and sustainability 
improvements in existing structures. 

3. New Green Buildings: Construct new buildings to meet or qualify under a green building framework. 
4. Efficient Outdoor Lighting and Signals: Improve the efficiency of public lighting and signals. 
5. Building Reuse: Create economic and regulatory incentives for redeveloping and repurposing existing 

buildings before building new. 

Land Use 
6. Comprehensive Plan and Implementation: Adopt a Comprehensive Plan and tie regulatory 

ordinances to it. 
7. Efficient City Growth: Promote financial and environmental sustainability by enabling and 

encouraging higher density housing and commercial land use. 
8. Mixed Uses: Develop efficient and healthy land patterns that generate community wealth. 
9. Efficient Highway-Oriented Development: Adopt commercial development and design  

standards for highway road corridors. 
10. Conservation Design: Adopt development ordinances or processes that protect natural systems. 

and its partners 

http://www.mngreenstep.org/
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=1
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=2
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=3
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=4
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=5
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=6
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=7
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=8
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=9
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail.cfm?bpid=10


Transportation 
11. Complete Green Streets: Create a network of multimodal green streets. 
12. Mobility Options: Promote active living and alternatives to single-occupancy car travel. 
13. Efficient City Fleets: Implement a city fleet investment, operations and maintenance plan. 
14. Demand-Side Travel Planning: Use Travel Demand Management and Transit-Oriented Design. 

 
Environmental Management 
15. Purchasing: Adopt an environmentally preferable purchasing policy. 
16. Urban Forests: Add city tree and plant cover that increases community health, wealth and 

quality of life. 
17. Efficient Stormwater Management: Minimize the volume of and pollutants in rainwater 

runoff. 
18. Parks and Trails: Support active lifestyles & property values by enhancing green infrastructure. 
19. Surface Water Quality: Improve local water bodies. 
20. Efficient Water and Wastewater Facilities: Assess and improve drinking water and wastewater facilities. 
21. Septic Systems: Implement an effective management program for decentralized wastewater systems. 
22. Solid Waste Reduction: Increase waste reduction, reuse and recycling. 
23. Local Air Quality: Prevent generation of local air contaminants. 

 
Economic and Community Development 
24. Benchmarks & Community Engagement: Adopt outcome measures for GreenStep and 

other city sustainability efforts, and engage community members in ongoing education, 
discussion, and campaigns. 

25. Green Business Development: Support the expansion of the green business sector in 
your city.  

26. Renewable Energy: Remove barriers to and encourage installation of renewable  
energy generation capacity. 

27. Local Food: Strengthen local food and fiber production and access. 
28. Business Synergies: Network/cluster businesses to achieve better energy, economic  

and environmental outcomes. 
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Taking action with proven best practices
Need a roadmap? Take a look at GreenStep Cities.

GreenStep Cities is a free and voluntary program that provides a simple pathway to
help cities achieve their sustainability goals through implementation of best practices
focused on cost savings, energy use reduction, and innovation. 

What are the benefits?
l Resilient communities
l Efficient use of resources
l Healthier environments
l Active community members

What are the best practices?
A full set of 28 best practices, organized into the 
following categories, is available on the program 
website at www.mnGreenStep.org.

l Buildings & Lighting: Focuses on energy- and
cost-saving strategies addressing public and 
private buildings, existing and planned 
buildings, and other city facilities such as 
street lighting and traffic signals.

l Transportation: Encourages efficient city vehicle fleets and infrastructure that enhances
connectivity, mobility options, and active living.

l Land Use: Provides best practices to promote green infrastructure, natural resource
preservation, efficient city growth, and walkable and bikeable neighborhoods.

l Environmental Management: Tackles actions ranging from environmentally preferable 
purchasing and urban forests to water quality and solid waste.

l Economic & Community Development: Targets best practices that promote sustainable 
economic development and engage local community members with their city to 
improve quality of life.

www.mnGreenStep.org



A simple and flexible program
The best practices are straightforward and draw on actions that other cities have already taken.
Best practices are constructed to allow cities the flexibility to meet sustainability goals in a variety
of ways, recognizing that cities of different sizes and locales have differing access to both staff
support and resources. Recognition criteria for a small city in Greater Minnesota, for example,
are different than criteria for a larger city near a major metro area.

Technical assistance to take action
Each best practice lists a GreenStep Advisor—
with specific contact information—who can
help guide a city through implementing that
best practice. Additional technical assistance
options include workshops, agency staff, 
Clean Energy Resource Teams, nonprofit
groups, Americorps, utilities, businesses, 
retired engineers, and student interns.

Recognition for past actions
Cities that accomplish an initial set of best
practices will be recognized as a Step Two 
Minnesota GreenStep City by the League of 
Minnesota Cities. As a continuous 
improvement program, GreenStep will also 
develop opportunities for cities to take further
steps and be recognized for these additional efforts. 

Learn more & get started today at www.mnGreenStep.org!

Program Partners:

www.mnGreenStep.org
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State of MN Sustainability Programs, 
Goals, Guidelines and Model Ordinances 

Highlighted by MN GreenStep Cities  
- additions welcomed! - 

 
                       

Dept. of Administration  
ü Standards for outdoor lighting: cutoff luminaires; energy conservation 
ü 2009 vehicle fleet goals 
ü Environmentally Preferable Paper/Printing requirements 
ü Cooperative Purchasing Venture: products & services coded with environmentally beneficial attributes  

 
Dept. of Agriculture 
ü MN Grown program 

 
Dept. of Commerce 
ü Next Generation Energy Act goals 
ü B3 public buildings energy/water simulation/tracking database 
ü Sustainable Building 2030 standards  
ü Guaranteed Energy Savings Program (GESP) 
ü Utility green power purchasing programs 
ü Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) programs 
ü Community solar gardens 

 
Dept.of Education 
ü Relaxed school siting acreage constraints 
ü School garden, orchard, forest program 

 
Dept. of Employment & Economic Development 
ü Transit Improvement Areas 
ü iSeek green careers web portal 
ü Manufacturers Supply Chain database 

 
Environmental Quality Board 
ü Model Ordinances for Sustainable Development  

 
Dept. of Health 
ü State Health Improvement Program strategies 
ü Bicycle and walking audits 

 
Historical Society 
ü Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office ordinance/regulations  
ü Minnesota Historic Structures Rehabilitation tax credit  

 
Housing Finance Agency 
ü Green Communities Criteria with Minnesota Overlay  
ü Green Specifications for Single Family Housing Rehabilitation in Minnesota 

 
Metropolitan Council 
ü Comprehensive Plan assistance using GreenStep City best practices 
ü Next generation of the Regional Indicators (city performance) data 
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Dept. of Natural Resources 
ü Model shoreland management ordinance 
ü Water conservation rate structure/ demand 

reduction  
ü Water supply long-range planning 
ü Roadsides for Wildlife Program 

ü Urban forestry best management practices 
ü MN Certified Tree Inspector 
ü Parkland dedication in private developments 
ü Lake Improvement Districts 

   
Pollution Control Agency 
ü Project GreenFleet 
ü Minimal Impact Design Standards for 

Stormwater 
ü Star Lakes/Star River 
ü TMDL (water body improvement) 

implementation 

ü Gutter/drain disconnects from sanitary sewers  
ü Guidance for reusing treated municipal waste 

water  
ü Minnesota Water Sustainability Framework 
ü Onsite Sewage Treatment Program 

ü Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group and Integrated Solid Waste Management Stakeholder Process goals 
for solid waste reduction 

ü Model resource management contract 
ü Minimum price differential in volume-based  residential garbage 
ü Guidelines for construction and demolition debris ordinances 
ü Small business auxiliary power unit  loans 
ü Electric vehicles and charging stations for fleets 
ü Minnesota Technical Assistance Program: pollution prevention for organizations 
ü Minnesota Retiree Environmental Technical Assistance Program 
ü Small Business Environmental Assistance Program 
ü Environmental Audit Program and Green Star Award 
ü Minnesota Materials Exchange 

 
Dept. of Transportation 
ü Complete streets policy and guidance 
ü Lighting performance standards  
ü Access management principles & model overlay 

ordinance  

ü Mobility performance targets for interregional 
corridors 

ü Bicycle and pedestrian design standards 
ü Safe Routes to School program 

 
 
 
MCCAG (MN Climate Change Advisory Group) Recommendations for which GreenStep has Best Practice Actions 
 
RCI-3 Green Building Guidelines/Standards Based on Architecture 2030 
RCI-4 Incentives & Resources to Promote Combined Heat & Power  
RCI-6 Non-Utility Strategies & Incentives to Encourage Energy Efficiency & Reduce GHG 
Emissions 
RCI-8 Energy Performance Disclosure 
RCI-9 Promote Technology-Specific Applications to Reduce GHG Emissions 
ES-5 Renewable and/or Environmental Portfolio Standard 
ES-12 Distributed Renewable Energy Incentives and/or Barrier Removal 
TLU-1 Improved Land-Use Planning & Development  
TLU-2 Expand Transit, Bicycle, & Pedestrian Infrastructure  
TLU-4 Infrastructure Management  
CC-3 State & Local Government GHG Emissions  
CC-4 Public Education & Outreach 
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